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. Should, Bundy lcave the
|'White Ilkeuse now, he will de-
part just as. Mr. Johnson be-
ins {ofturn more attention to
U.S. _relations with Western
Europe, which is really Bun-
dy’'s specialty. -

Both West German Chan-
cellor Ludwig  Erhard and
British Prime Minister Haroki
Wilson will visit- the President
in December, the French have

1 * fifficial And Unofficial
!
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Officially, the Texas White :
ouse contmued fo_maintain

. a presidential ‘election coming
up, and the prospect of a visit
.1~ Mr. Johnson to Europe

WASHINGTON -~ White

spring seems almost cer- |

House forcign affairs adviser
McGeorge Bundy has sent
Pre51dent Johnson a memo in- ;
forming him that he has re-
© ceived an .offer to become
president of the Ford Founda-

tion. So far, the. President’s |
_ reaction has been total si-
< lence.

dy is waiting for the Presi-
. dent to call him in “at his lei:
sure” to talk about the matter.

Sources close to Mr. John-

- son said, however, that “the
" next move is up to Mac.”
Cat-And-Mouse Game
This is the current status
“of what official Washington
considers one of (h\, rcal]y
great cat-and-mouse games
- played here in years.
* Bundy was offered the $75,-

© nation’s weaithiest and most ine
fluential phitanthropic organi-

board chairman, John J.

would not know if he would
be available until he huad talked .
to Mr. Johnson

The unstated

implication

‘that has been widely drawn is |

sthat the former Harvard un-
’dergraduate dean is desirous
; of knowing whether Mr. John-

rson has any long-range plans :
'to appoint him eventually to

i some higher post within Lhe
; executive branch.’ .

Both officially. and unoffi-
cially, Bundy has maintained -

‘strict silence on the matter.
. The impression he createc
‘among s associates at tl
;thte House is that there i
‘no need toApp

‘or response from the President.

Informed sources said Bun--

OOanear job to hecad the !

zation early this month by its
Me-

Cloy. His reply was that he: I
;* Whne ‘House sources said .
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-fan must not be very scrious
'smcc Bundy has not scen fit

: to bring the matter up for de-
» tailed discussion with the Prem—

I déent.

5 Unofflcnl]y, Mr. Johnson 1s
said to believe that anyone of
BunJva talents and camcmes
who has ngen five vears to|

jis that he values Bundy great-
i1v but his loss would not mean
{ the end of the world.

{  Who would succeed him?
i Tits chief deputy, Robert Ko-
!mer? His -brother, Asst. Sec.
1 of State William Bundy? White
House' press secretary Bill D.
' Moyers?

f “Komer is described official-

Iy as a “long-time government
‘ analyst,”  which ~ means. he

~Intellige
came to the White House.

-, Johnson has been particu:

. luly impressed - with Komet’s |

] i f sracli-Amb “af-
i fairs and with hus istieat-;

«d” appreciation of domu,t,u,

i handling  of af-

: Pohucs
' But Komer lacks Bundy's
5 oprestige  aod

thority the office currently pos-
5CSSCS. '

|

Lively Prospeet  *
Willinm
cred a lively prospect. Mr.
 Johnson admires his talents
i and Bundy is said to admire |
! the job,
leaBe WQSYQ&O-&A«-R

; Moyers. Some _ sourcgs, . siid

; public service ought to have'’
‘. the right now to decide on;
; own best course for the future. |
! Apparently, - the impression,
i the/ President secks to create’

used to work for the Ceniral’
dgency DEferes he

would face a
challenge in retaining the au- |

Bundy is consid-
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GEORGE BUNDY . i

i shnson, conscious of erit-]
icismi- that he lacks sophistica-
foreign affairs, would
Hesitate to replace Bundy with™
a ‘Texan. Besides, Moyers is
swid not to want the job. 3 -
~Qthers say he docs want it,
Lihat he would previde the
“pipeline” the, President needs
helween the White House and.j
the ngencies - involved in for-
eirn affairs, and that what he |
Iacks in eXpertisc he nyakes.up |
for in iniuition and pmcndcn«j
Lal rapport. |

No one belicves Bundy has
made a final decision; neither
does anyone believe that he iq’
L making an out-and-out power |
plr\\’ . _

e laid a card down,
* that's ail,” one source said,
© iy widely- assumed that’!
Bundy would not object to be-
ing secretary of state one day.
But peoaple who know him say |
that he is not trying to force.
the President to give him that
. job “tomerrow.  Rather, it is
some knowledge of Mr. John-.
son's long-range intent he/de-
!sives.
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He Wants 'l‘o Kn,ow
White House sources de- t
scribe the relationship between ?
the President and Bundy as; i
proper, |

“mutually  respectiul, )
1 fuendly but never buddy- -
buddy.”

In the end, no one doubts
i)wsmo’l&mmmnsmm 6-7
to keep him, .
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